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BAY DELTA ’ " " "
ACCORD " ’

" "": :7’-., --FIRST    ACCOMPLISHMENTS
¯ ~ ’ " Wafer Quality: - . ¯ :- ,, ,

" ¯ One Year and Counting... ¯ TheAcdord announced On De~ember 15,’1994~ setin moti0na

On December 15, 1994, .California reached" ’~ "
number of actions with an emphasis on improving-water quality.

a historic turning point. Decades of
" 6Ori May 2~, f995,the state Water Res0urceg C~ntroi]3oard¯conflict and discord were Set aside and, for- ’ ....

thefirst time ever, state andfederai ¯ " (SWRCB) adopted the.Water Quality Control.P!an for the San.
ojficial~, as well aS rdprgsentatives~om Francisc9 Bay/Sacramento-San Joaqu!n Delta Estuary.after- -
agricultural, environmental and urban., publi~ hearings. Theplan is based largely on the’ ’
water interests_, all signed an agreemen? to ¯ recommendations inthe Accord. ¯ "
regulate water quality in the state’s vital.- " - ...... ......
San~Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San " ~ "’’~ *On September 27,1995,theU.S:Envir0nmental~ir~tection
Joaq.uin Delta Estuary .... ¯ Agencyapproved the State Board’s water quality controlplan
This Bay-Delta Accord allocated additional and began the steps necessary to withdraw federal standards.
water for the aquatic resources of the Bay- ~ In June 1995; the SWRCB implemented a water rights
Delta-estuary and improved reliability of decision based .onkthe water quality control plan, modifylngthe water Supplies for many of the state’s -
farms and for its city dwellers. Coupled water p~rmits of the State Water Project (SWP) and the
with. an exception.ally.wet water year, the: - Centra! Va!!ey Pr9ject (CVP) to conformwith the new
Accord has improved environmental standards. - " "
conditions in the Bay-Delta during 1995~ ~ / -
A reliable water supply has meant 6 ~The SWRCB initiated theprocess to develop a long-term
improved dredit opportunities for farmers . water.rights decision in August 1995 with a series of EIR
and has been noted by major bond rating " -.~ Scoping workshops.- Additional workshops are scheduled
agencies, which earlier had warned that. . !hrough March 1996, and a long-term water figh.t~ decision is
continued gridlock on California water scheduled forc0mpletion no later than December 1998. The
policy. CouM lead to reduced credit ratings
for major urban water.utilities. Board is encour, aging development of a consensus-based,

negotiatedagreement among the stakeholders to implementthe
Perhaps even more importantly, the Accord ~ plan. Negotiations are alreadyunderway among, stakeholders
inaugurated a new, more cooperative era in both the Sacramento and San J0aquin river basins.
in California water policy. Recognizing
that a comprehensive solution is still" ~ The_new water qua!ity control pl-an instituted regulations for
requiredto resolve the state’s long-term water diYefsions by the SWP and CVP based on a percentage
water supply and environmental conflicts, of Delta inflow. The plan. requires increases in Delta Outflow
in the Bay-Delta, water interests have to pr0teet important habitats in the Bay-Delta system.continued to work-together in-1995. The - -
Accord set in motion a Variety of activities " -
in a number of~elated forums, all with the Coordinated Operations: _
purpose, ofcrafling that-comprehensive ~ All important principle in the Accord is the agreement ~o develop a
solution, more flexible approach to managing Califomia’stwo major water
The CALFED process is a work-in- proj ~ets. - .

progress. Nonetheless, only ~ne year after" " ~ A system Of improved, real-time monkoring hasbeen tested
signing of the AcCord, the following and used to track sensitive species throughout the estuary andaccomplishments sho. uM provide "
Cal~ornians with confidence that the adjust project opeiations to avoid or mitigate adverse impacts.
promise ofthe agreement--a " - - In 1995, a variety Of state and federal agencies withthe
comprehensive, long-term so. lutionfor.the assistance of stakeholders, cgnduc.~ed a daily, 2-month long
Bay-Delta system--can ~e developed and monitoring program offish mo%ements within the Bay-Delta.
supported by all the parties, under.a variety ofc.onditions. - -

CALFED/964

F--000272
F-000272



6 As part of the Accord, the" stakeholder groiiph (ag, environmental,
¯ ~ - i . :.and urban) were added to the CALFED operations or "0PS" group,

" - _o ¯ " W.hieh hadbe.en formed b~ti~e CALFED framework~agreement signed¯ " " --- - by the stateand federal agencies in thesummer of 1994...The ops
.. :    -group meets monthly to track, monitor, and make adjustments to

-_ p~jeet operations. A special action team. has also been estabii~hed
.to provide ~timely advice and enhance communicationon urgem

. operational issues. -

_ ’ ¯ " " ¯ ¯
6 In April~May 1995, extensive Coordination among SWP, CVP,

-. . - and upstream water users on the San Joaquiia River ~esulted inpulse
¯ " flows on that river for the benefit-offish. Because ofthe cooperation

¯ ." 0f the parties, ~ae pulse flo~s. . were five fimdshigher than water
~ at t.he. Oj- - diversions pr ects.

- ¯ .. -. " "                . ¯ .. 6 During the coordinated hlgh2flow pulse eYent, a study of the
. " -- i ..... " " " ...Sacramento split-tail was conducted~ yielding important informatiofi
o .~-. ¯abOut behav!or of the speci,es.

= " ’6 State and fedei?a~ water p~oject operation c0ntrolcenters iare
..... ’- : , " now hou~e~t inone faeility~allowlng for ongoing dialogue and

.- "= -: i~prdvedco0rdinati0n. " ~ - ’~ "    .-

- : 6 The-CALFED ops group has enlisted greater participation from
~ waterusers along the San Joaquin River system.

¯ ~ ..... 6 Many water Users and other, interested"parties agreed to develop a
. : ....-program-of environmenta! projects that would provid~ h~bitat
= - . . .¯ benefits in the short-term while more comprehensive programs~are

.= d.eveloPed: Duringthe past year, theinsfitutional framewoi)k-for
these non-fl0w related projects (covered by Category III of the -

Accgrd)has been put.!n pl~e.and the first projects approved.

..... .. ~. ~:¯ _Category Ill - Non-Flow Related Projects:
. .~ Thethird section-0ftheAccord addr_~ses e.nvironmental imPro{,~ments

.... other than-water flows .... " ¯ ¯ .

..... - 6 The nine projects.appr0Ved this past year ineli]de (gee map and ¯
descriptions):

- -" Parrot-Phelan(M&TRan~h~Pumnin~StationRelocatlon
Suisu_ n Marsh Wetland Diversion ScreeningProject (Phase I)

.. :.. -.¯. ¯ -Extension:oftheBi01ogicallyln~egrated Orchard S3;stems (BiOS) Program,
KeswickSpawningGrav~IRestoration - - ~ ....
Battle Creek Restorgtionproposal .. ".¯"- Sacraments River Riparian Restor~ation (Verona to Colusa)

¯ Butte Creek FishLadder/Sc~een Project (DurhamDam.)
: . _- SagramentoRiver Winter-RundhinookSalmoneaptiveBro.odst0ckProgram

¯ " -Parrott-Phalan Dam Fish Ladder                  "
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:- ¯ " ~ -- . 6 A group ofno~thern California u~ban water agencies -
announce_dthat they will add $1.7 million to the $10 million

" - ~ ¯ - - - ~::-i Category III funds already contributed by Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California, making a total of $11.7 million

..~-: ~.- -- now a’~abie for enviro.nmentalimprovementprojecis in and
~. - o.. ¯ . . upstream._frorathe BaY-Delta: So far, $4 million has been .

.- committed to approved projects. Additional projects are

" - -~ " - 6 Fish ladders, screens arid gravel rdaorationprograms ha~,e
..... been approved, along with expa~si0n of a pestMde control

. ~ ~ - p~ogram andr_iparian habitat restoration.
" ’ . . ~ 6 While many ..~f the programs°provide benefits toall species,

~ ~pecial attention-is being p~d to the needs .of.threatened arid.
endangered species.

TheCALFED.. Bay:Deltaprogram began, operati6ns in May .1995
andin seven short months has launched a~.,.array of efforts to find.

> : long~tehn s01utions for theBay-Delta.

- ....... -. 6 Lest                         er Snow W as n ~n ed m_anager in Febhaary and techni                                         ca 1
- " ". ¯. support staffwere recruited from participating agencies.

~ : " . .    . ~" ~ 6. Thirty~tfireepeople.representing agriculture, bus~ness,-
.. ¯ .... " - ~ environmen~ai and urban water.interests, were named tO the

. i.; r o .Bay-Delta Adx;i~ory Council in MaY_and have held-four
. . . _.. : ’ . meetings__ in their advisory role to the CALFED Bay-Delta

.¯
¯ - - " ~: .ib Four public.workshop~ and three~publi~ in~etings have been

" ¯ held by the CALFED Bay-Delta Program to identify
. " " " alternat.ivesfor the long-term compr_ehensive solution to the
" - .... "- Wa~er supply andenvironmental conflicts in the same

~ ..                               . collabo.rative spirit_ that created the Bay-.Delta Acco~rd,
. . .. 6 The CALFED Bay-DeRa Program i~emains on ~ehedule to

¯
’ ¯ _ - announce in the-Spring of 1996 a list Of alternative solutions to
- " " - ~ . the Bay-Delta conflicts that will undergo further environmental
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